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Compiled by Véronique F. Saiya

read, see, listen

STACK THE CATS  A charming board book about counting and organizing cats in various formations. 
When the cats decide to go their own way—as cats often will—it’s time to count down until there’s only 
one sweet cat left. Counting forward and backward, understanding when there are 
more or fewer of something, and grouping and recognizing the number of items in 
a group are key early-math skills for toddlers. Ages 2+. By Susie Ghahremani. Abrams 
Appleseed; abramsbooks.com; $11.

ON THE SPOT  Step 1: Grab any small object, or pick stickers from the back of the book. Step 2: Place 
them on the blank spots as you read along. Step 3: Laugh at the crazy story you’ve just created. Step 
4: Pick new items, and start all over again! Ages 6+. By Amy Krouse Rosenthal & Lea Redmond. Random 
House; randomhousebooks.com; $12.

THE INQUISITOR’S TALE  On a dark night in the year 1242, travelers from across France cross paths 
at an inn and begin to tell stories of three children. Their adventures take them on a chase through 
France: they are taken captive by knights, sit alongside a king, and save the land from a farting dragon. 
On the run to escape prejudice and persecution and save precious and holy texts from being burned, 
their quest drives them forward to a final showdown at Mont Saint-Michel, where all will come to 
question if these children can perform the miracles of saints.. Ages 10 yrs +. By 
Adam Gidwitz. Dutton Books; penguin.com; $11.

WOLF HOLLOW Annabelle has lived a mostly quiet, steady life in her small 
Pennsylvania town. Until the day new student Betty Glengarry walks into her class. 

Betty quickly reveals herself to be cruel and manipulative, and while her bullying seems isolated at first, 
things quickly escalate, and reclusive World War I veteran Toby becomes a target of her attacks. While 
others have always seen Toby’s strangeness, Annabelle knows only kindness. She will soon need to find 
the courage to stand as a lone voice of justice as tensions mount. Ages 12+. By Lauren Wolk. Dutton 
Books; penguin.com; $12.

HOW TO TALK SO KIDS WILL LISTEN & LISTEN SO KIDS WILL TALK  This bestselling classic includes 
fresh insights and suggestions as well as the author’s time-tested methods to solve common problems and build 
foundations for lasting relationships, including innovative ways to: cope with your child’s negative feelings, 
such as frustration, anger, and disappointment; express your strong feelings without being hurtful; engage your 
child’s willing cooperation; set firm limits and maintain goodwill; use alternatives to 
punishment that promote self-discipline; understand the difference between helpful 
and unhelpful praise; and resolve family conflicts peacefully. By Adele Faber & Elaine 
Mazlish. Scribner; simonandschusterpublishing.com; $8.

10 THINGS GIRLS NEED MOST  Dr. Biddulph, a psychologist and parent educator, 
offers an interactive experience for parents to explore the relationship with their girls 

from the cradle to the teenager. It is a guided journey of exercises, conversations, reflections, and self-rating 
questionnaires that builds the inner capacities in a parent, targeted at each stage of their daughter’s growth. A 
myriad of topics from setting boundaries to sexuality are explored. By Steve Biddulph, P.h.D. Harper Thorsons; 
harpercollins.com; $14.

TEENAGERS WITH ADD, ADHD, & EXECUTIVE FUNCTION DEFICITS  A seasoned expert and veteran par-
ent, Chris Zeigler Dendy looks at key areas (academics, dating, driving, socializing, and greater independence) 
that make adolescence potentially more difficult for kids with ADD, ADHD, or executive function deficits. 
This new edition is expanded and refreshed with indispensable information on the latest DSM-5 diagnostic 
criteria, research, education strategies and laws, and technology use. The author shows how to support and advo-
cate for teens using a combination of medications, behavior and academic interventions and accommodations, 
ADHD education, and exercise. By Chris A. Zeigler Dendy, M.S. Woodbine House; woodbinehouse.com; $20.
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THE WIGGLES: DANCE DANCE  Slip on your shiny shoes, turn on the spotlight, and clear the 
dance floor! The world’s most popular children’s group, The Wiggles, have released their danciest and 
fanciest album ever, Dance, Dance! Featuring brand new Wiggles songs, as well as some cherished 
favorites, Dance, Dance! Brings so many dance styles and cultures into one album. With Irish and 
Scottish dancing, as well as ballet, jazz, and tap, the musical journey travels from Ireland to the Scot-
tish Highlands to the U.S.A, then back home to Australia’s beautiful Tasmania and majestic Alice 
Springs. All ages. ABC Records; amazon.com; CD/$10.

BEAUTY AND THE BEAST: THE SONGS  If you had any trepidations about Disney’s live-action Beauty 
and the Beast, you can rest assured that its soundtrack is simply magical. With music written by Alan Menken 
(the Disney mastermind behind the original movie) and Tim Rice, we already knew it would be incredible, 
but this is something else. Not only do Ariana Grande and John Legend lend their voices for the title track, 
but Celine Dion is also back with another ballad, “How Does a Moment Last Forever,” after contributing to 
the 1991 animated film’s soundtrack. All ages. Walt Disney Records; music.disney.com; CD/$20.

KERRY FENSTER: SONGS ABOUT US  This multi-award-winning recording entertains kids and adults 
through well-written, contemporary pop/rock songs and high-quality production. More importantly, it 
serves as a tool for parents, educators, and therapists to help empower young people with autism and spe-
cial needs by delivering practical social and behavioral tips to improve their regular 
interactions with others. All ages. Muzic School; muzicschool.com; CD/$16.

ALPHABET ROCKERS: GO!  If your kids like the Black Eyed Peas, Electric 
Company, or Fresh Beat Band, they’ll likely love this Parents’ Choice Award 

winner. This family-friendly hip-hop album sports nostalgic beats and kid-friendly lyrics! Kids will 
likely love the 16 dance songs about nutrition, moving your body, the senses, learning to write, and 
friendship. All ages. CD Baby; cdbaby.com; CD/$10.

A MERMAID’S TALE  Ryan, a 12-year-old girl, is forced to move with her father, to the dying fishing 
town where he was born and live with her crusty mean old grandfather. As she tries to fit in and make 
new friends, she discovers a secret cove, home to a playful pod of dolphins and Coral, a mysterious 
girl. As they become fast friends, Ryan learns that Coral is a mermaid and uncovers a secret that will 
help the girls both save the town in a touching, mythic story of friendship and redemption. Rated G. 
Lionsgate; lionsgateshop.com; DVD/$14.

OZZY  Ozzy the beagle’s life is turned upside down when his family leaves him in 
what seems to be the best canine spa, Blue Creek, before going on a long vacation. 

Ozzy soon discovers that Blue Creek is a jail for dogs, inhabited mainly by tough street mongrels. Ozzy 
will now have to avoid danger, find courages, and learn to rely on Chester, Fronky, and Doc, his new 
friends, who will accompany him on his adventure as he tries to get back home safe and sound. Rated 
PG. Cinedigm; cinedigm.com; DVD/$10. 

ROCK DOG  For the Tibetan mastiffs on Snow Mountain, a dog’s life has a simple 
riff: guard a peaceful village of sheep from the thuggish wolf Linnux and his rabid pack. To avoid distrac-
tions, mastiff leader Khampa (J. K. Simmons) forbids all music. However, when his son Bodi (Luke Wilson) 
discovers a radio that fell from the sky, it takes just a few guitar licks for the boy’s fate to be sealed. Wanting 
to be a rock ‘n’ roll star, Bodi heads to the city to locate Angus Scattergood, a legendary musician who needs 
to write a new song. Rated PG. Lionsgate; lionsgateshop.com; Blu-Ray/$35. 

MY LIFE AS A ZUCCHINI   Nominated for an Academy Award for Best Animated 
Feature, this delightful and touching tale is about the uplifting power of friendship in the face of adversity. 
After befriending a kind police officer, nine-year-old Zucchini is taken to a foster home filled with other 
orphans his age. Though he struggles to find his place at first, with the help of his new friends, Zucchini 
learns to trust and love again as he searches for a new family of his own. With a band of unforgettable 
characters you’ll be cheering for, My Life as a Zucchini stands as a testament to the resilience of the human 
heart. Rated PG-13. Universal Studios Home Entertainment; uphe.com; Blu-Ray/$25. 


