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Compiled by Véronique F. Saiya

read, see, listen

HOW TO TALK SO LITTLE KIDS WILL LISTEN  Get concrete tools and tips that will transform your 
relationship with the 2–7-year-olds in your life. Learn what to do with a little kid who won’t brush 
her teeth, screams in the car, pinches his sibling, refuses to eat vegetables, throws books in the library, 
and runs amok in the supermarket. Organized according to common challenges 
and conflicts, this book is an essential emergency first-aid manual of communi-
cation strategies, including a chapter that addresses the special needs of children 
with sensory processing and autism spectrum disorders. By Joanna Faber & Julie 
King. Scribner; simonandschusterpublishing.com; $12.

THE PICKY EATER PROJECT  Transform even the most finicky eaters into 
fledgling foodies. Focusing on kids’ participation, interactive strategies, kitchen 
experiments, and delicious, kid-friendly recipes, the book is based on a six-week 
plan that makes shopping and cooking fun for healthy childhood nutrition and 
family harmony. By Natalie Digate Muth & Sally Sampson. American Academy 
of Pediatrics; amazon.com; $14.

CYBER BULLYING AND THE WILD WILD WEB  A real and raw look at how and why cyberbullying 
occurs across the globe, and how it affects the victims, their families, their communities, and the bul-
lies themselves. Moreover, it provides important tips and ideas to prevent cyberbullying and how you 
can mitigate the damage should you or a loved one be a victim of cyberbullying. It’s a must-read for 
parents by a nationally-recognized cybercrime and cyberbullying expert. By J. A. Hitchcock. Rowman 
& Littlefield Publishers; rowmanlittlefield.com; $30.

LITTLE BLUE TRUCK’S CHRISTMAS  Little Blue Truck is spreading cheer by delivering Christmas trees to his 
animal friends. Kids can count each green tree from one to five and back again. With the gentle rhythm and 
signature illustration, Blue’s adventure culminates with flashing, colored Christmas lights in this novelty 
gift book that’s sure to please! Ages 2+. By Alice Schertle. HMH Books for Young Readers; hmhco.com; $12.

POKÉMON DELUXE ESSENTIAL HANDBOOK: THE NEED-TO-KNOW STATS 
AND FACTS ON OVER 700 POKÉMON  This comprehensive, fully illustrated 

guide book is an absolute must-have for Pokémon Trainers of all ages! It’s got everything you ever wanted 
to know about Pokémon in one convenient, easy-to-read format. All the facts and figures you’ll need to 
master the world of Pokémon Go are in here. It’s the perfect reference for Trainers on the go. Ages 6+. 
Scholastic, Inc.; scholastic.com; $12.

ATLAS OBSCURA: AN EXPLORER’S GUIDE TO THE WORLD’S HIDDEN WON-
DERS  Equal parts wonder and wanderlust, it celebrates over 700 of the strangest and most curious places 
in the world with compelling descriptions, hundreds of photographs, charts, and maps. Learn about natural 
wonders—like the dazzling glowworm caves in New Zealand, or a baobob tree in South Africa that’s so 
large it has a pub inside where 15 people can drink comfortably. Discover architectural marvels, like the 
M.C. Escher-like stepwells in India, and mind-boggling events, like the Baby Jumping 
Festival in Spain, where men dressed as devils vault over rows of babies. Ages 8+. By 
Joshua Foer, Dylan Thuras, & Ella Morton. Workman Publishing; workman.com; $35.

LUCKY STRIKES  With her mama recently dead and her pa sight unseen since birth, 14-year-old Amelia 
is suddenly in charge of her younger brother and sister, and the family gas station. Harley Blevins, local 
king and emperor of Standard Oil, is in hot pursuit to clinch his fuel monopoly. To keep him at bay and 
keep her family out of foster care, Melia must come up with a father, and fast. And so when a hobo rolls 
out of a passing truck, Melia grabs opportunity by its beard. Can she hold off the hounds till she comes 
of age? Ages 12 +. By Louis Bayard. Henry Holt and Co; us.macmillan.com; $17.
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FROZEN KARAOKE  Sing along to your favorite songs from the Academy Awards-winner, Best 
Animated Feature, Frozen. The CD features eight instrumental plus eight vocal tracks, including 
“Let it Go,” winner of Academy Awards for Best Original Song, the famous duet “Love is an Open 
Door,” and Olaf ’s big winter hit “In Summer!” All ages. Walt Disney Records; music.disney.com; CD/$7.

THE LAURIE BERKNER BAND: SUPERHERO  The highly-anticipated, first 
full album of brand new originals from kids’ music superstars, The Laurie 
Berkner Band, since 2008. The album, intended for audiences ages 1–7, fea-

tures 21 songs (plus 2 bonus tracks!) that speak to kids, without talking down to them, through imag-
inative lyrics that enchant and empower. Superhero explores a range of musical genres, including pop, 
rock, lullabies, reggae, Latin, and more! Guest artists: Ziggy Marley, Brady Rymer, and Kira Willey. All 
ages.Two Tomatoes; laurieberkner.com; CD/$10.

CASPAR BABYPANTS: WINTER PARTY! Simple, fun, acoustic, holiday, sing-alongs for kids ages 
1–6.  Themes include sleigh rides, snow, joy, cold penguins, silent nights, candy canes, and more. There 
are original tunes mixed with traditional songs that have been updated in inventive and tasteful ways, 
including “The Twelve Days of Christmas.” All ages. Aurora Elephant Records; amazon.com; CD/$13.

IT’S A PONY KIND OF CHRISTMAS  Enjoy The Phoenix Chamber Choir, 
along with Starlight Glimmer, Twilight Sparkle, Pinkie Pie, Rainbow Dash, 

Princess Luna, Applejack, Rarity, Fluttershy, Spike, and other favorite Pony characters who perform 
beloved holiday classics such as “Jingle Bells”, “We Wish You a Merry Christmas,”and “Silent Night,” 
as well as new original tracks like “Hearth’s Warming Eve Is Here Once Again,” “Say Goodbye to the 
Holiday,” “The Seeds of the Past,” “Pinkie’s Present,” and “Luna’s Future.” All the music from the 
15-track album is written and produced by Emmy Award-nominated composer and songwriter Daniel 
Ingram. All ages. SMG Records; amazon.com; CD/$9.

CURIOUS GEORGE: HOLIDAY 2-PACK  Laugh along with George and The Man with the Yellow 
Hat as they set out to find the perfect gift and end up on a zany holiday adventure they’ll never forget. 
Then, George explores the seasons in this eight-episode collection from the two-time Daytime Emmy 
Award-winning series airing on PBS KIDS. All ages. Rated PG. Universal Studios Home Entertainment;  
amazon.com; DVD/$15.

THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS  Comedy superstars Louis C.K., Eric Stonestreet, 
and Kevin Hart make their animated feature-film debut that finally answers 
the question: What do your pets do when you’re not home? When their own-
ers leave for the day, pets from the building gossip with their friends, satisfy 
their sweet tooths, and throw outrageous parties. But when a pampered terrier 

(C.K.) and his unruly new “roommate” from the pound (Stonestreet) get lost in the urban jungle of 
New York City, they must put aside their differences to survive the epic journey back home. Rated PG. 
Universal Studios Home Entertainment; Blu-Ray/$20.

PETE’S DRAGON  Mr. Meacham (Robert Redford), a woodcarver, delights local children with 
stories of a mysterious dragon that lives deep in the woods of the Pacific Northwest. His daughter, 
Grace (Bryce Dallas Howard), believes these are just tall tales, until she 
meets Pete (Oakes Fegley), a 10-year-old orphan who says he lives in the 
woods with a giant, friendly dragon. With help from a young girl named 
Natalie (Oona Laurence), Grace sets out to investigate if this fantastic 
claim can be true. Rated PG. Walt Disney Studios; disneystore.com; Blu-
Ray/$23.

MISS PEREGRINE’S HOME FOR PECULIAR CHILDREN  When his be-
loved grandfather leaves Jake clues to a mystery that spans different worlds and times, he finds 
a magical place known as Miss Peregrine’s School for Peculiar Children. But the mystery and 
danger deepen as he gets to know the residents and learns about their special powers—and their 
terrifying enemies. Ultimately, Jake discovers that only his own special peculiarity can save his 
new friends. Rated PG-13. 20th Century Fox; foxconnect.com; Blu-Ray/$20.


