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read, see, listen

MADE HERE, BABY!  A helpful and much-needed resource for parents who are determined to take 
control over the kinds of products they give their children. It is a practical, essential guide to more than 
400 American manufacturers of toys, games, puzzles, hobbies, sporting goods, apparel, furniture, baby 
gear, bedding, and other items for children. Complete with personal anecdotes 
and compelling facts about each company, this book will help parents, grand-
parents, and relatives find quality, locally made toys and products that are per-
fect for kids of every age. By Bruce H. Wolk. AMACOM; amacombooks.org; $18.

BRING YOUR “A” GAME  Written specifically for young athletes interested 
in improving their performance and reaching their potential in sports. Etnier 
introduces 17 key strategies for mental training, such as goal setting, pre-per-
formance routines, confidence building, and imagery, and offers key points and 
exercises designed to reinforce the concepts. By Jennifer L. Etnier, Ph.D. The 
University of North Carolina Press; uncpress.unc.edu; $17.

YOUR BEST BIRTH  Asserting that the high-tech, low-touch trend in medicalized births has usurped 
parents’ sense of power and choice, the authors present a detailed examination of the birthing expe-
rience and their own personal accounts. They present options including home birth and the use of 
a midwife or doula. The authors discuss the pros and cons of  episiotomies, epidurals, electronic 
monitors, and encourage women to carefully question their practitioners/hospital personnel. Above 
all, they advocate a safe and empowered birth, whether one chooses a hospital, home, or birth center. 
By Ricki Lake & Abby Epstein. Wellness Central; hachettebookgroup.com; $23.

MERRY CHRISTMAS, SPLAT  It’s the night before Christmas, and Splat wonders if he’s been a good enough 
cat this year to deserve a really big present. Just to make sure, he offers some last-minute help to his mom 
and, in typical Splat fashion, he messes up completely! Ages 3+. By Rob Scotton. Harper Collins; harpercol-
linschildren.com; $17.

PENNY’S CHRISTMAS JAR MIRACLE  Penny and her family have a special Christmas 
tradition: all year long, they collect their loose change and drop it in a glass jar on the 

kitchen counter. This year, Penny gets to choose what to do with the jar, and she wants to give it to the 
entire neighborhood.When a sweet, elderly neighbor becomes ill, Penny sets a new plan in motion and gets 
the whole neighborhood involved. Children will not only learn about compassion and service but, most 
importantly, they’ll see that no matter your age, you can make a difference in the life of someone else. Ages 
6+. By Jason F. Wright. Shadow Mountain; shadowmountain.com; $18.

THE LITTLEST BIGFOOT  Twelve-year-old Alice is largely ignored by her family and shipped off to her eighth 
boarding school. Alice would like a friend, so when she rescues Millie from drowning in a lake one day, she 
finds one. But Millie is a Bigfoot, part of a clan who dwells deep in the woods. Most Bigfoots believe that 
people are dangerous. Alice swears to protect Millie’s existence secret, but a league of Bigfoot hunters is on 
their trail, led by a lonely kid named Jeremy. In order to survive, Alice and Millie have 
to put their trust in each other—and have faith in themselves—above all else. Ages 8+. 
By Jennifer Weiner. Aladdin; simonandschusterpublishing.com; $14.

WHEN THE MOON WAS OURS  Roses grow out of Miel’s wrist, and rumors say that she spilled out 
of a water tower when she was five. Sam is known for the moons he paints and hangs in the trees and for 
how little anyone knows about his life before coming to town. As odd as they may be, even they stay away 
from the Bonner girls—four beautiful sisters rumored to be witches. Now they want the roses that grow 
from Miel’s skin, and they’re willing to use every secret Miel has fought to protect to make sure she gives 
them up. Ages 13 +.By Benedict Carey. Amulet Books; amuletbooks.com; $17.
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. DANNY ADLERMAN, YOSI, & KEVIN KAMMERAAD: . . . AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR”  Dr. 

Toy’s Top 10 Audio Award winner & Dr. Toy’s 100 Best Products! Award-winning children’s record-
ing artists Danny Adlerman, Kevin Kammeraad, and Yosi have joined efforts to create what is sure 
to be the most innovative winter holiday album this year. The humor, love, joy, and excitement of 
the season shine through in this exceptional, all ages family CD!  All ages. The Kids at House/BMI; 
amazon.com; CD/$16.

BOB DYLAN: CHRISTMAS IN THE HEART  In a commitment to ending 
hunger, all of Bob Dylan’s U.S. current and future royalties from sales of Christmas In The Heart will 

be donated in perpetuity to Feeding America, guaranteeing that more than four million meals will 
be provided to over 1.4 million people in need in this country during this year’s holiday season. 15 

tracks, including “Here Comes Santa Claus,” “Winter Wonderland,” “Have Yourself A Merry Little 
Christmas,” and many others.  All ages. Sony; sonymusic.com; CD/$14.

YO GABBA GABBA: MUSIC IS AWESOME  This is the first time fans of the TV show will be 
able to purchase the amazing original music featured on the show, as well as exclusive original music 
performed by guest bands like The Roots, The Ting Tings, The Shins, Money Mark, Biz Markie, and 
more. All ages. Filter U.S. Recordings; filterusrecordings.com; CD/$13.

SARAH LEE GUTHRIE: GO WAGGALOO Gifted singer-songwriter Sarah 
Lee Guthrie brings charm, freshness, and feeling to her debut recording of music for children and 
families. Joined by her husband, Johnny Irion, their two young daughters, and a host of other fam-
ily and friends, including Arlo Guthrie, Pete Seeger, and Tao Rodriguez Seeger, Guthrie presents 
thoughtful yet playful recordings of traditional songs and new compositions. The album includes 
three songs featuring lyrics by Woody Guthrie never before put to music and eight songs written by 
Sarah Lee and family. All ages. Smithsonian Folkways; folkways.si.edu; CD/$12.

BOB THE BUILDER: BUILDING CREW HOLIDAY COLLECTION  Just in time for the holidays, 
discover why “the fun is in getting it done” in these action-packed, fun-filled adventures! Join Bob 
and the Can-Do Crew as they rescue their friend from a winter storm in Bob’s White Christmas. Then 
it’s time to build a log cabin and smooth the ice rink for the Winter Games. And finally, come along 
as Bob and Scoop hunt for buried treasure, and make some amazing discover-
ies in this one-of-a-kind collection that’s the perfect holiday treat for Bob the 
Builder fans. All ages. Lyonsgate/Hit Entertainment; lionsgatedvd.com; DVD/$20.

THOMAS & FRIENDS: HOLIDAY EXPRESS  All aboard for snowmen, Christ-
mas trees, and festive train rides! When you ride the rails with your favorite 
friends, you never know what to expect. Enjoy exciting adventures filled with 

lucky trucks, Christmas puddings, surprise parties, and much, much more! Join Thomas, Henry, Emily, 
Percy, and all your engine friends for a trainload of fun in these six Holiday Express episodes All ages. 
Lyonsgate/Hit Entertainment; lionsgatedvd.com; DVD/$17.

VEGGIE TALES: SAINT NICHOLAS, A STORY OF JOYFUL GIVING  When Junior Asparagus 
and his Veggie friends learn that Laura Carrot’s dad has lost his job on Christmas Eve, Bob the 
Tomato decides to tell the kids a very special story about giving. Using a big storybook and a little 
imagination, they all travel back to ancient Greece to meet Saint Nicholas—the world’s great-
est giver. Not only does the DVD bring in an international perspective, 
but it promotes service to and compassion for others. All ages. Big Idea; 
bigidea.com; DVD/$15.

FINDING DORY  When Dory, the forgetful blue tang fish (Ellen De-
Generes), suddenly remembers she has a family who may be looking for 
her, she, Marlin (Albert Brooks), and Nemo (Hayden Rolence) swim off 
on a life-changing quest to find them. Hank, a cantankerous octopus, 

Bailey, a beluga whale who’s convinced his biological sonar skills are on the fritz, and Destiny, a 
nearsighted whale shark, help, too! This adventure is filled with imagination, humor, and heart. 
Includes bonus extras! Rated PG. Walt Disney Studios; disneystore.com; Blu-Ray/$25.


