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THE CAT IN THE HAT KNOWS A LOT ABOUT HALLOWEEN  The Cat in the Hat takes Nick 
and Sally on a Halloween ride filled with howlers and shockers and scary fandangles, big laughs and 
music and fun from all angles! Their fright-filled adventure takes them deep into the Oooky-ma-kooky 
Closet, where Nick and Sally discover the very best Halloween costumes ever. Rated G. NCircle Enter-
tainment; amazon.com; DVD/$10.

ADVENTURES IN BABYSITTING  Sofia Carson (Descendants) and Sabrina 
Carpenter (Girl Meets World) star in a hilarious, action-packed tale of two 
sitters inspired by the ‘80s classic! Sparks fly when free-spirited Lola and prim, 
proper Jenny learn they’re up for the same internship. That night, after newbie 

babysitter Lola breaks Rule #1: Never take your eyes off the kids, she’s forced to call Jenny—currently 
on her own gig—to help track down Trey, who has snuck out. Now with all their young charges in 
tow, these rivals must team up and brave the big city on the wildest, wackiest adventure of their lives! 
Rated TV-G. Walt Disney Studios; movies.disney.com/watch-at-home; DVD/$20.

BOY & THE WORLD  Brazilian artist Alê Abreu’s Academy Award-nomi-
nated masterpiece is a riotous explosion of music and color that critics proclaim is “one of the most 
beautiful animated features ever made.” Cuca’s cozy rural life is shattered when his father leaves 
for the city. Determined to reunite his family, Cuca embarks on a journey. The story of a changing 
world through the eyes of a curious child, it depicts a clash between village and city, nature and 
industry, the rich and the poor. Rated PG. Universal Studios Home Enter-
tainment; uphe.com; Blu-Ray/$35.

ICE AGE 5: COLLISION COURSE  Manny the mammoth starts to worry 
when his daughter Peaches announces her engagement. Still unlucky in love, 

Sid the sloth volunteers to plan the couple’s wedding. To Manny’s dismay, nothing can stop the 
upcoming nuptials, except maybe the end of the world. When Scrat accidentally launches himself 
into outer space, he sets off a chain reaction that sends an asteroid hurtling toward Earth. Now, the 
entire herd must leave home to explore new lands and save itself from Scrat’s cosmic blunder. Rated 
PG. 20th Century Fox; foxconnect.com; Blu-Ray/$32.
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THE VERY FLUFFY KITTY, PAPILLON  Papillon is a very fluffy kitty. So fluffy that he’s lighter than air! His 
owner tries to weigh him down, but Papillon just wants to fly. One particularly sunny day, he floats right 
out the window! Exploring the wide world is exhilarating, but it’s also a little scary. Will his new friend, 
a bird, be able to help him find his way home? Ages 3+. By A.N. Kang. Disney-Hy-
perion; http://books.disney.com/; $17.

A CHILD OF BOOKS  A little girl sails her raft across a sea of words, arriving at 
the house of a small boy and calling him away on an adventure. Through forests of fairy tales and across 
mountains of make-believe, the two travel together on a fantastical journey that unlocks the boy’s imag-
ination. Now a lifetime of magic and adventure lies ahead of him . . . but who will be next? Ages 6+. By 
by Oliver Jeffers & Sam Winston; Candlewick; candlewick.com; $18.

THE EVIL WIZARD SMALLBONE  When twelve-year-old Nick runs away after the death of his mother, 
he stumbles onto a odd bookstore. He meets its guardian, the self-proclaimed Evil Wizard Smallbone, 
who calls Nick his apprentice and won’t let him leave, but won’t teach him magic, either. It’s a good 
thing the bookstore takes Nick’s magical education in hand, because Smallbone’s nemesis is a serious 
threat.Wildly funny and cozily heartfelt, this eccentric fantasy adventure features 
dueling wizards, enchanted animals, and a boy, whose evolution into a wizard is 
utterly engrossing. Ages 9+. By Delia Sherman; Candlewick; candlewick.com; $18.

THE SECRET KEEPERS  When Reuben discovers an extraordinary antique watch, 
with a secret power he is thrilled, but as one secret leads to another, he finds him-

self torn between his honest nature and the lure of adventure. He encounters odd characters, treacherous 
traps, and dangerous escapes as he races to solve the mystery before it is too late. Even with fearless 
friends on his side, can Reuben outwit and outmaneuver the sly villain to save the city from a terrible 
fate? Is knowing a secret a gift or a curse? Ages 12 +. By Trenton Lee Stewart; Little, Brown & Company; 
hachettebookgroup.com/kids; $10.

SHIRA AND FRIENDS: WHEN YOU’RE A KID  The subject matter on this short album 
encapsulates some of the simple joys of childhood, like wishing for a pet monster and dancing 
uninhibitedly anywhere and everywhere. Kids can enjoy five family-friendly songs that offer 
fifteen-minutes of clap-along, dance-along pop, punk, and ska-seasoned sounds that finish up 
with a relaxing lullaby to wind kids back down. All ages. amazon.com; 
CD/$13.

RANDY KAPLAN: MR DIDDIE WAH DIDDIE  Kaplan offers child-friend-
ly versions of Country Blues and Ragtime numbers from the 1920s, 30s, and 40s. The album in-
cludes 17 songs first performed by legendary musicians: Robert Johnson, Blind Blake, Blind Boy 
Fuller, Jimmie Rodgers, Sonny Boy Williamson, Bessie Smith, Muddy Waters, Mance Lipscomb, 
Pink Anderson, Mississippi John Hurt, Hambone Willie Newbern, the Reverend Gary Davis, 
Blind Willie Johnson, Dave Van Ronk, Jim Jackson, and Charlie Patton. All ages. Hip-O Records; 

amazon.com; CD/$12.

BARRY G & THE DREAM JAM KIDS: HUH-UH  Great guitar, folk, and blues make up this 
10-track album. Kaplan, has a talent for taking otherwise grown up tunes and adding a child-friend-
ly twist, like in “Hammer Ring,” where he takes a traditional work song and presents it lyrically 
as a tale of building a tree house. Or like in “Into the Valley,” you just might be inspired to raise 
your glass of chocolate milk for one of the almost-drinking-songs. All ages. 
Hip-O Records; amazon.com; CD/$12.

BIG STORIES FOR LITTLE ONES  A collection of songwriters, young mothers, and friends who 
came together around a single vision to make new scripture songs for children. Inspired by tra-
ditional folk melodies, this band of four (Sandra McCracken, Katy Bowser, Ellie Holcomb, and 
Flo Paris) set out to make new, timeless songs about the old gospel Story. This album, Big Stories 
for Little Ones is based on the poems of best-selling children’s author, Sally Lloyd-Jones. Ages 15 
+. Rain for Roots; rainforroots.com; CD/$16.

WHAT A DIFFERENCE A MOM MAKES: THE INDELIBLE IMPRINT A MOM LEAVES ON HER 
SON’S LIFE  Dr. Leman, a psychologist, uses his wit and professional wisdom to show Mom how to 
lay the groundwork that will allow her son to grow into a good man. Moms will gain an understand-
ing of boys at every stage, from that very first diaper change to the moment they leave for college. Dr. 
Leman shows how to discipline a boy, how to command respect, how to let him 
fight his own battles, how to understand his sexuality, and how to weather the 
changes in the mother-son relationship as he grows up. By Dr. Kevin Leman. 
Revell; revellbooks.com; $18.

TREATMENT ALTERNATIVES FOR CHILDREN: REDUCE SERIOUS SIDE 
EFFECTS WITH NATURAL EQUIVALENTS TO CONVENTIONAL REMEDIES 
FOR COMMON CHILDHOOD AILMENTS  This is the perfect book for par-
ents concerned about the side effects of commonly used over-the-counter and 
prescription medicines are in search of safe and effective natural treatment alterna-
tives. Co-authored by leading integrative pediatrician Dr. Rosen and Cohen—a 
holistic dad, it’s a great way to get science-based, natural solutions to childhood 
illnesses. By Lawrence Rosen, M.D. & Jeff Cohen. Alpha; penguin.com; $20.

125 BRAIN GAMES FOR BABIES  Updated to reflect the latest research about how children learn, this 
revised edition offers a fun-filled collection of ways to develop the brain capacity of infants. Included are 
everyday opportunities to nurture brain development in the critical period from birth through twelve 
months. Each page is organized by month of age and provides a game and sensory experience, followed 
by an annotation on the latest brain research and how the specific activity promotes brain power in 
babies. By Jackie Silberg. Gryphon House, Inc.; gryphonhouse.com; $17.


